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TOURISM — VISITORS 

685. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Tourism: 
Can the Minister for Tourism update the house on the recent tourism figures that show more people than ever are 
choosing to holiday at home? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I thank the member for Vasse. Her electorate is one of the most significant, if not the most significant, 
destination for tourists in this state. It is true that the tourism industry is growing strongly in this state. 
Employment in it is up to 97 000 people and it is experiencing strong and consistent growth. A number of 
measures have been taken right across government. We just heard the Minister for Environment talk about the 
government’s investment in national parks and attractions. That has been important. We have seen major 
changes to the City of Perth, such as Elizabeth Quay and the stadium; Yagan Square will be coming on. All of 
that is important. The private sector is also investing very heavily in hotels after years without any major hotel 
development in this state. It is also true that while international tourism is increasing—I think it will grow very 
strongly in coming years—more Australians, particularly Western Australians, are choosing to holiday at home. 
That has been helped by a lower Australian dollar, as tends to occur, but also there is more to see and to do in 
this state than there was in previous years. 

The figures released last week by Tourism Research Australia show that for intrastate visitors in 
Western Australia, the growth in this state was 17 per cent last year. That is a massive growth in intrastate 
tourism when compared with the national growth of six per cent. If we look interstate, there has also been an 
18 per cent growth in interstate visitors to Western Australia. Exceptional growth rates are being experienced. 
Also, if we add day trips, which are important—people may go to Rottnest, Mandurah or wherever for the day—
that has grown 10 per cent in the last year. We are seeing strong growth in that area. 

Last week Western Australia was the host of Corroboree Asia 2016. More than 300 travel agents throughout 
Asia, particularly from China but all major Asian countries, were here. Most of those travel agents had never 
been to Australia, let alone to Western Australia, and the impact was profound, and the knowledge, therefore, of 
what is going on is important. We take for granted what this state has to offer. One comment relayed to me was 
from a young Korean travel agent, who inquired generally about why the skies are so blue, something that we 
take for granted that is not taken for granted by others. 

I congratulate the tourism industry. I think the investment across the board has been really quite profound. 
People talk about diversifying our economy; we are seeing it. The changes in tourism are not something that has 
just occurred. It was the decision by this government long ago, when we came in, to do projects like the stadium 
and Elizabeth Quay, to finish off Indian Ocean Road and so on, and to promote investment in hotels. It is paying 
big dividends for this state and big dividends for employment in this state. 
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